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REPORT OF HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES 

Contact Officer:  Carol Stefanczuk     Tel No:  01962 848 188  

 

 
RECENT REFERENCES: 

None 
 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Mr David Hills has made an application for a licence to drive a private hire vehicle 
and has also applied for a private hire vehicle licence for a Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI, 
which does not fall within the Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to 
Hackney and Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators. 
 
Mr Hills is seeking a resolution that the Council will depart from the current Policy 
and licence his vehicle as a private hire vehicle.  
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Sub-Committee consider whether to depart from the Statement of Licensing 
Policy with respect to Hackney and Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire 
Operators, to licence this vehicle. 
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LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 
 
21 March 2013 

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 

REPORT OF HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES 

 
DETAIL: 
 
1 Introduction 

1.1 Mr Hills made an application for a licence to drive a private hire vehicle on 
22 February 2013. This will be granted subject to a satisfactory Enhanced 
Disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service (previously Criminal 
Records Bureau), DVLA driving licence validation check and medical report. 

1.2 Mr Hills was a licensed private hire driver and also held a private hire operator 
licence and private hire vehicle licence with this Council from 17 July 2008 to 
16 July 2010. 

1.3 Mr Hills has made an application for a private hire vehicle licence for a Skoda 
Octavia 1.2 TSI. See appendix 1. 

1.4 Paragraph 6.3 of the Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney 
and Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators states that; The 
engine capacity must be not less than 1600cc [1.6]. 

1.5 Mr Hills has asked that the Council depart from the current Policy to licence 
his vehicle as it has the same power output (105 horse power) as the 1.6 
diesel specification. Further comparisons can be found at appendix 2.  

1.6 It is likely that this vehicle would otherwise be licensed based on the type of 
vehicle and a satisfactory MOT and mechanical inspection check being 
issued.  

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

2 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND CHANGE PLANS 
(RELEVANCE TO): 

2.1 This report relates to ensuring the safety of the public using taxis and private 
hire vehicles licensed by the Council. 

3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 

3.1 None 
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4 RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

4.1 The Council has adopted the Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire 
Operators. The requirement for the engine capacity to be not less than 
1600cc was a historical unwritten requirement which was then written into the 
Policy when the Council overhauled the Policy and Conditions in April 2011. 

4.2 The limit was set at 1600cc to ensure that a vehicle carrying passengers to its 
maximum capacity would be able to travel without difficulty.  

4.3 Some modern vehicles, including the subject vehicle, with a lower engine 
capacity now have the same or similar performance to those with a larger 
engine. Members are asked to consider if this merits a departure from the 
Policy.  

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

None 

 

APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1   Application for private hire vehicle licence* 

Appendix 2  Comparison of vehicle specifications 

* Vehicle registration document not enclosed but will be available at the Sub-
Committee meeting 
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